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Grand Prize Winner

Roberto Franca

ROBERTO FRANCA , pianist and composer , began studying piano at the age of nine. He studied in Italy at the
Conservatory " G. Rossini" in Pesaro, where he graduated in 2002 with higest score and special mention. In 2005
he was admitted to the International Piano Academy "Incontri col Maestro" in Imola (Italy), where he studied
piano with Maestro Piero Rattalino and Boris Petrushansky and composition with Maestro Marco di Bari. He has
composed and performed soundtracks for short films by award-winning national awards as Servigliano Movie
Festival. The Academy “Incontri col Maestro” of Imola gave to him a scholarship for his work as a composer.
Many of his pieces were performed by the students of the Academy. In May 2019 his work “Little Soundtracks”
have been selected for the final round of the International Competition for Composers “Classical Pure Vienna
Competition” in Wien (Austria), and on 2024 he won the first prize at International Music Vitti Competition
(Italy), in the composer’s section, with his work “Parallel Universes”. At the Music Fair “Cremona Musica” in
the city of Cremona, he was one of pianists for the first performance of the work “Piano Store”, for six pianos, by
the Italian composer Massimo Giuntoli, commissioned by Yamaha Branch Italy, and he had also composed an
original piece for Yamaha Disklavier piano, “Toccata e Fuga in Rock”. On 2022 comes out his firs album with
Urania Records label, dedicated to the complete original piano music by Chick Corea, including first world
recordings.

In 2024 his second album was released with the same label, Queen Piano Transcriptions, containing his own
piano transcriptions of Queen songs.

He collaborates as Orchestra Professor for the Milan Symphony Orchestra, where in addition to the piano he
plays the celesta and special instruments with electronic keyboard, collaborating with conductors such as Claus
Peter Flor and David Mahoney. Since 2022 he has become an Artist for the Fever agency where in addition to
working as an arranger and composer he actively participates in the Candlelight Concerts series with concerts
throughout Europe with programs of his own piano transcriptions of music by Guns n ‘Roses, Queen, Morricone,
Zimmer, Coldplay, as well as playing classical composers, performing in important historical places such as the
National Observatory of Nice and the Palace of the Popes in Avignon.

He is the founder and Artistic Director of the Lussino Piano Festival, which has debut in August 2025 on the
Croatian island of Losinij, in which internationally renowned artists have participate. Together with the artistic

direction of Piano City Milano, he conceived the representation of the complete Shostakovich Symphonies for



piano 4 hands and 2 pianos, the realization of which was presented in world premiere at Piano City Milano 2025
on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the composer’s death, where he also actively participated as a
performer together with pianists and artists from all over the world; the event was also made official by the
International Dmitri Shostakovich Foundation.In May 2025, his album “Deep Piano” was released, published by

Blue Spiral Records, which includes some of his original piano compositions.

His works as a composer are published by Universal Edition.



